Travellers in India

India from which Solomon obtained gold,
silver, apes, and peacocks, may be doubted;
but, at all events, it is certain that his Phoeni-
cian allies at an earlier date than this carried on
a vigorous trade between the Mediterranean
coast of Asia and the shores of the Persian
Gulf, and not improbably extended their
enterprise as far as the mouths of the Indus and
the Guzerat ports,

Real European knowledge of India began in
327 B.C. In that year Alexander stood on the
right bank of the Beas, and, straining his eyes
across the burning desert, which by its mere
prospect had turned his soldiers' hearts to
water, saw with the eyes of faith all India lying
defenceless at his feet. But he was not destined
to seize the prize which his marvellous exploits
had put almost within his grasp. The enthusi-
asm of the leader had at last proved incapable
of sustaining the enthusiasm of his men, India
was destined to enjoy yet another thousand
years of repose before a foreign invader was
to shock her out of her age-long sleep. Sadly
Alexander retraced his steps, and went back to
Babylon to die. But this brief contact of
Greece and India bore abundant fruit, and the
Punjab of to-day still bears the impress of the
great alskender."* After Alexander's departure

* Though Candahar is scarcely within the region of the five rivers, it is
worth mentioning the fact that the name is merely a corruption of
** Alexandria," and is the modern equivalent of " Alexandria in Arachosia."
Grote> judging from the silence of Arrian, Curtius, and Diodorus, is
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